IO8                      NAPOLEON III

aversion to human suffering was aroused by th
tragic spectacle of the battlefield after Solferin<
and impelled him to end it upon any terms h<
could get.    To quote Greville's diary again
" Lady Cowley told me that he was so tender-
hearted that he could not bear the sight of pain,
much less being the cause of inflicting it, and she
had seen him quite upset after visiting hospitals
at the sufferings he had witnessed there, which of
course are not to be compared with the horrible
scene of a battlefield."   Napoleon himself gave
as his reasons : the narrow margin by which his
victories   had   been   gained;    the   formidable
fortresses of the Qjiadrilateral, which his troops
would have next been called upon to storm ; the
reinforcements which Austria was rushing to the
front; and the desire not to involve himself with
Prussia who was mobilising in Austria's favour*
The probability is that he had only just realised
the extent of the national movement throughout
Italy, and recoiled at the eleventh hour from
creating  something which,  like  Frankenstein's
monster, might turn and rend him.   That Napo-
leon himself recognised that he had not fulfilled
his bargain is shown by the fact that on the con-
clusion of hostilities he made no claim to Nice
and Savoy.

The   day   after  his  interview   with  Francis
Joseph, he shook the dust of Italy from his feet